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ABSTRACT

The Characteristics of the Khitan Script

Chinggeltei
Institute of Nationaly Studies
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Firtst of all, the author give a brief account of the Khitan people and
'the Khitan script, how the Khitan script was created and used, and
how it was rediscovered in the 1920’'s after it had been lost for
centuries. The present article also introduces how up to now materials
of the Khitan script have been found, especially in recent years.

Then, the author goes on to dwell on the characteristics of the
Khitan script. The Khitan script has two kinds, the small Khitan
character and the big Khitan character. The big Khitan character is
square-shaped and ideographical. Each big character presents one or
more syllables. It Jooks very much like the Chinese character, so do its
strokes. Its writing pattemn is the same as that of the traditional
Chinése script. The small Khitan character is phonographic and in
small square shape consisting of Chinese stroke (the primary character,
ie, the letter), which can be put together. Generally 1st writing pattern
is silillar to that of the Chinese character. In the process of writing, a
primary character is sometimes made up of one to seven characters. So
the Khitan language seems to be an alphabetic writing between the
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syllablic writing and the phoneme writing.

Concluding the article, the author briefly introduces the achievements
made in the studies of the Khitan script in China since the 1970's. In
érder better to represent the characteristics of the Khitan script and the
achievements in its deciphering, two tables are attached to the paper to
indicate all the»big and small Khitan script so far deciphered.




